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Coloring in General

· Coloring can take many forms

· Staining

· Stains are made up a larger particles and essentially stay on the surface or slight penetration of the wood

· Dyeing

· Dyes are made up of small particles that totally dissolve in their solvent; thereby getting much deeper penetration

· Dye solvents are typically water or denatured alcohol

· Aniline dyes may be dissolved in water or alcohol, check specific dye for dissolving agent

· Inks are considered dyes
· India ink makes a great black

· Leather  dyes also work well

· Painting

· Larger particles, stays on surface

· Can be opaque or transparent

· Transparent lets grain show through

· Markers

· Typically alcohol based

· Prismacolor

· Craft Supplies

· Sharpies

· Pam uses these for coloring her pieces

· Make sure the form is perfect and the surface has no flaws; coloring will bring out the flaws

· Additional materials

· Gloves

· Smock for clothes

· Glass jars

· Eye droppers

· Color wheel

· Pallet

· Paper towels

· Air compressor for air brushing

· Air brush

Masking
· Good for limiting where dye/paint goes

· Masking fluids

· Latex

· Stuff like rubber cement
· Sign mask

· Can be sprayed on or brushed on

· Best for non-consistent diameters

· Frisket 

· Could for consistent diameters

· Can be cut with Xacto knife

· Woodburning makes an effective and decorative mask

Dyeing

· Preparation
· Sanding

· Sand to no finer that 320 grit
· Much finer and the ends of the wood fibers get burnished over and the dye won’t penetrate

· Seal the surface with thinned shellac 

· Option, depending on wood and thickness

· Seal inside surface to greatly reduce bleed through

· Seal both surfaces (inside and out) for best bleed through protection

· Seal top surface if using a mask

· Lightly sand after sealing (320 grit)

· Apply first layer of dye

· Apply darker colors first

· Can be brushed on or dabbed on with paper towel

· Allow it to dry 

· Lightly sand with 320 grit.  

· Can sand through in areas, if desired

· Apply other dye layers

· Can cover all or in spots

· Sand with 320 grit

· Remove masking

· Sand to 400 and finer grits

· Apply finish

· I like to use an oil finish for first two or three coats and then add a poly as a top coat

· Other Notes

· Use blue as a first dye color if dyeing black

· Without blue, the black takes on a bronze cast

· Can dilute dye with either alcohol or water

· Final coat is a “wash”, highly diluted dye

· Can mix colors

· Use eye dropper to retrieve dye

· One dropper per color

· Count drops of each dye and record

· Use pallet or glass jar to mix in

Painting

· Preparation

· Sand to final grit

· Define paint area

· Carve

· Woodburn

· Masking

· Apply paint

· Brush

· Air brush

· Final sanding

· Apply finish

Markers

· Preparation

· Sand to final grit

· Outline areas to be colored with woodburning

· Color areas with markers

· Apply fixative

· Avoid alcohol finishes

· Apply finish

