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CRW Mission Statement: To promote, to educate, and to
inspire ourselves and others in the fine art of turned wood.

Boxes & surface enhancement.   Pam Reilly Elgin, MN.
 507-876-1195 gpreilly@embarqmail.com

CRW Club Mentors

Experimental techniques, tool making, and metalworking.
Ken Grunke La Farge, WI. 608-625-2412
kengrunke@gmail.com

All areas of turning and finishing.  Duane Hill
Onalaska, WI.       608-783-0883 dlh@dairynet.com
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507-498-5692
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Duane Hill
608-783-0883
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kengrunke@gmail.com

Ken Grunke
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Webmaster:

rjpatros@gundluth.org

Bob Patros
608-788-6839

Tool Czar:

jcfitz@charter.net

Librarian
Jack Fitzpakrick
608-781-8167

Assistant
Librarian

Paul Schumacher
507-452-2482

pschumacher@winona.edu

Fundamentals.   Shannon Storkel Tomah, WI.
 608-374-2242 stork1@centurytel.net

Fundamentals.   Bob Patros La Crosse, WI.
 608-788-6839 rjpatros@gundluth.org

Spindle turning. John Fisher Holmen, WI.
 608- 526-4692 minnow1974@charter.net Phil Miller

608-792-1497

pmiller010@centurytel.net

Newsletter
Editor

Working with wood always held an interest with me. As a child, I'd take apart fruit crates to salvage the
thin wood that was easier for a kid to work with. Maybe a covered wagon or a stage coach. (the two that I
remember ) In shop class in high school, I was introduced to a lathe, but I don't remember what I turned. In
more recent years I again picked up on monkeying with wood projects. Then some inlays with veneer and
some small tables etc. My first lathe was a mini Wilton. A wimp, It kept on stalling and kicking out, then a
mid size Rikon that I still have and use a lot. Then a Delta long bed which is now sold and replaced with a
Nova DVR XP 3000. I love it. From 100 rpm to 3500, with 5 programmable speeds, and reverse.

What I do, is anything that I think of that seems a possibility. One foot over the line. If it don't turn out, it
might trigger a new thought that does work. The creativity exceeds my turning ability by far. At the clubs
show and tell, I see the kind of workmanship that I might some day get to. I thank club member Shannon
Storkel for introducing me to the club. I started out self taught like most of you, I'd guess. Talking to the
club members and the demos is the best thing that I’ve done . I go home reinspired after each meet-
ing.  Finding the wood and trying to figure what it would like me to do. The wood often speaks for itself.
Then the beauty within. It excites me. It started as a hobby, but once the bug bites, you can't quit. We take
a lot to craft and art shows now. About 10 shows a year.

My shop is not for show and tell. It came from a low lean to that I stored my fire wood in till we switched
to gas. Then I put a wrap around it, and a floor and it became my very low profile shop. It's a good thing
that I'm short.

For my life, I worked in a muffler Mfg for 27 years, then bought some land that I couldn't afford. In selling
it, I realized that there was money in timber. Then I bought and sold wooded land , made select cuts, resold
a lot of it, but retained 285 acres for myself. I kept my saws sharp and the rakers tuned. I did a lot of my
own cutting and marketing plus some cutting contracts with the larger mills. Now with 285 acres of high
quality Red Oak, I find that the bottom dropped out of that market. I can only hope that it comes back. I
just can't turn that much. Some of the wood comes from my land, but some from Texas, Calif. Oregon etc.
Some from the dump ! Now , turning became the main focus in life. Every piece of wood is a new experi-
ence. What a way to go.

Wendle Ziegler
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Wendle has been patient
with me we have been
trying to get his Bio in
the newsletter for a while.

Seeing what he can do
with a bat and a ball I fig-
ured I better get it done,
or my head might be
where that ball is. Only
kidding!

Trying out a new look
with our newsletter so be
patient with me. Phil

How did he
do that?
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